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an introductory prayer, prayers at the hearing of the homily, for cate- 
chumens, for the church, etc. These latter are explicitly described (in 
a note) as offered before the eucharistic prayer. 

If there were space, it would be worth while to discuss somewhat 
many interesting questions concerning this collection — the general 
impression of authenticity and purity in the text as it stands ; its rela- 
tion to other extant literature, as the Didache, the Apostolic Con- 
stitutions, the so-called Liturgies of St. James, St. Mark, etc., to the 
Te Deum and other hymnic remains, and to the Scriptures as a source 
of reference and quotation; the implications regarding liturgical 
usage, ecclesiastical organization, and the growth of dogma; and also 
the general quality of religious thought and feeling exhibited. The 
study of these prayers, as of others of the early Greek liturgies, 
emphasizes anew the peculiar delicacy and beauty of thought in that 
whole field of liturgical expression. We may, therefore, be grateful to 
Dr. Wobbermin for laying before us this new material in so clear and 
serviceable a form. — Waldo S. Pratt. 

A Manual of Patrology. Being a Concise Account of the Chief 
Persons, Sects, Orders, etc., in Christian History from the First Cen- 
tury to the Period of the Reformation. With select Bibliographical Ref- 
erences. By Wallace Nelson Stearns, A.M., B.D. With an Introduction 
by J. H. Thayer, D.D., Litt.D. (New York : Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1899; pp. xviii -f- 176, and maps; $ 1.50 net.) We welcome this book 
as the beginning of a larger work, which we hope the author will under- 
take with somewhat greater independence. There has been need of a 
book of this character. 1 The tables added to the book are very accept- 
able. — W. Muss-Arnolt. 

St. Poly carp, Bishop of Smyrna. By Rev. Bromfield Jackson. (Lon- 
don and New York : Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowl- 
edge, 1898; pp. 78; is.) ( = " Early Church Classics.") English 

* It is a pity that the author has not made use of periodical literature, which would 
have enriched the book considerably. We cite a few references here. Sub Abercius 
we should like to have seen a reference to Ficker's article (1894) which started the 
whole controversy, and others, collected in this Journal, 1898, pp. 949-50; Eusta- 
thius (p. 60), 2, e. g., Loofs' book on Eustathius von Sebaste, and his article in 
Rcalencyklopacdie's, etc. Ad Hippolytus, the Hippolytus Thebanus and Diekamp's 
contributions toward his better knowledge would be very acceptable; Ficker's 
important book on Vigilius of Thapsus (1897). For Priscillian (p. 132) see Dierich 
(1897). Catena (p. 40), see Lietzmann's important book (1897), in addition to Heinrici's 
article. On Zacchaeus (p. 158) recent contributions should have been used; etc. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 853 

readers will find much to interest them in this little book. It contains 
the principal facts that are known about Polycarp ; a translation of his 
one extant letter — to the Philippians; also a translation of the letter 
to the Smyrneans. — .S. Aurelii Augustini Confessionum Libri Tredecim. 
Ex recognitione P. Knoll. (Lipsiae : in aedibus B. G. Teubner, 
1898; pp. iv+288; M. 2.70.) This volume comes in Teubner's 
library of Greek and Roman writers. The editor has evidently done 
faithful work, and his suggestions will be found very valuable. — The 
Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assist'. By Abby Langdon Alger. 
(Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1898; $0.50.) About two hundred 
years after the death of St. Francis all the legends concerning the 
saint were brought together, and the collection was called The Little 
Flowers of St. Francis. These legends were handed down by tradition, 
and have the customary legendary value in interpreting the life and 
character of this remarkable person. The Little Flowers have never 
before been translated into English. This translation seems to have 
been very well made, and as it stands is a valuable contribution to the 
literature of St. Francis. — J. W. Moncrief. 

Kirchengeschichte im Grundriss. Von Rudolph Sohm, Professor 
der Rechtswissenschaft in Leipzig. Elfte Auflage. (Leipzig : Verlag 
von E. Ungleich, 1898; pp. viii — (— 218; M. 3.) The popularity of 
this brief church history in Germany is manifest in its appearance in 
an eleventh edition. The author does not seem to have made any 
changes in it since the eighth edition. The booklet is intended espe- 
cially for those who wish to possess an outline of German church his- 
tory, and contains but little of value for others. The first chapter tells 
of the extension of Christianity throughout Europe, but in the four 
other chapters the author confines himself almost exclusively to its 
development in Germany, and seems scarcely to. know of its career 
elsewhere. — Philip Melanchthon, the Protestant Preceptor of Germany ; 
1497-1560. By James William Richard, D.D., Professor of Homiletics, 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pa. (New York and 
London: G. P. Putnam's Sons; The Knickerbocker Press, 1898; pp. 
xv+399; $1.50.) This is the second volume of the series entitled 
"The Heroes of the Reformation," 1 and it fully sustains the high repu- 
tation established by its predecessor. There is in both the same tend- 
ency to hero-worship, and to minimize faults and weaknesses ; but 
there is also the same careful study of the materials, the same accuracy, 

' See this Journal, Vol. Ill, April, 1899, p. 427. 



